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labour are exemplified by Platonism. Both are hostile to the
scientific outlook and both were ^recognized as such by the
pioneers of the English Royal Society, when the foundations of
English empirical tradition were established. One is a pernicious
belief in the all-sufficiency of formal reasoning unchecked by
search for new information. The two Bacons in succession led
the revolt against it. Sprat, episcopal author of the first history
of the Royal Society, and Joseph Glanville, the contemporary
free thinker, who wrote about the hallowed pastime of witch
burning, afterwards called it the "notional" or "disputatious" way.
The other hallmark of a leisure-class culture is ostentatious insis-
tence upon sheer uselessness. In contradistinction to this conception
of gentlemanly erudition Robert Boyle urged that the Invisible
College value only "such knowledge as hath a tendency to use."

For topical illustrations of the "disputatious" or "notional" way
no comparison between anatomy or astronomy in the mediaeval
universities and the teaching of economics in the universities of
Britain at the present day could be more damaging than the
remarks of Sir William Beveridge in his recent farewell address
to the London School of Economics. The futility of contemporary
social studies in Britain is directly traceable to the dominant
Platonism of the humanistic teaching in the older universities,
especially Oxford. A course of Greats (ancient or modern) accom-
panied by practical exploits in the Union debating society provide
the chief method of preparing students for research and teaching
in economics and sociology. The results might be anticipated, if
only because the research mentality is negatively correlated with
great facility in oral discourse.

Uncontaminated exaltation of uselessless in its most benign
form is best studied among teachers of languages. They are as
peace-loving as most of us. They are more alert than the aver-
age citizen to the linguistic misunderstandings which armament
manufacturers and dictators are swift to exploit. Above all they
are in a position to realize how much the furtherance of an
enduring world peace is bound up with promoting a world
language; and they have the raw materials at their finger-tips.